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Greetings and welcome to the 
spring edition of the Irish Pride!  
As the school year ends and I 
watch our seniors prepare for 
graduation my thoughts go out to 
other years, other seniors, and the 
way our Irish continue to impact 
the world around them as alumni. 
This edition of the Pride includes several examples of how 
the members of our community live the cardinal virtues 
through their service both as students and graduates. I 
hope you enjoy reading about them as much as I have. If 
you are an alumnus or alumna yourself and have a reunion 
scheduled, I hope you will be able to attend and catch up 
on all the activities your classmates and other Hackett 
graduates have been up to.

It has been another exciting year at Hackett. I was 
particularly grateful that our students were recognized 
for their diligence and participation in service with the 
Youth Volunteer Group STAR Award from Volunteer 
Kalamazoo. Other great examples of the Hackett family 
giving back to the community can be found in articles 
about alumni Patti (Lyke) Townsend ’70, Josh Cypher 
’01, and Grace Smith ’13 as well as our Bishops’ Award 
recipient, Mary Clausen-Beck. It has also been fun this 
year to see our students competing on the field, performing 
in excellent theater productions and at concerts and half-
time shows, and pursuing their interests in the many clubs 
and activities available to them. I feel so blessed to continue 
being a part of this community.

My prayer for you and your family and friends is for a 
restful summer season. I would ask that you also pray 
for us, for our staff, students, volunteers, and extended 
members of the Hackett family. Recently, Father Adams 
wrote a prayer for Hackett, printed on the back cover of this 
magazine. We would be honored to have you pray for us by 
saying this prayer.

In the Peace of Christ,

DEAR HACKETT COMMUNITY,
A few weeks ago I attended the 
annual Athletic Hall of Fame 
inductions. Usually I enter 
Hackett and see many familiar 
faces. That night, I recognized 
only a few. Yet, when we prayed 
together for Hackett I saw 
that we all had something in 

common: Irish pride and a desire to see Hackett excel. I was 
intrigued to listen to the history of this great school and 
to the stories of the grateful sons and daughters who once 
walked these halls. Time separated us, but it was prayer for 
our “Alma Mater” that joined us together. 

Every fall Hackett graduates welcome me at their 
universities around the Midwest and beyond. It offers us a 
moment to reconnect, to reminisce over a meal and to talk 
about where life is taking them. I always return to Hackett 
with great pride in our graduates and with the desire to 
share their accomplishments with our current students as 
one practical way to reconvene our Hackett family.

The most powerful way for me to reunite our Hackett 
family is through our communal celebration of the mass 
each week. The mass is offered for the Hackett community. 
Just as one mass is offered weekly for the people of a 
parish, living and deceased, we pray for all who belong 
to the Hackett family. In addition, before mass begins we 
take intentions from those gathered, as well as from past 
graduates and members of the Hackett community who 
have asked for prayers. In that moment I am reminded 
that wherever life may lead each of us, God unites us 
together as part of His family. Know that you are included 
in our prayers and do not hesitate to reach out with your 
particular intentions. It is a good reminder to each and 
every student of those who have gone before them in 
making Hackett great. 

In Christ through Mary,

Brian Kosmerick, Principal Fr. James Adams, Chaplain
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Hackett 
students 

worked with 
over 25 local 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
performing service 

that included organizing, 
preparing, and serving food 

at the Gospel Mission, Ministry 
with Community, and Loaves and 

Fishes; spring cleaning, raking, organizing, and other 
tasks at churches, cemeteries, and for the Sisters of St. Joseph at Nazareth; tutoring at the Peace 

House and local schools; making pillowcases and ‘buddy gowns’ for children who have surgeries at Bronson 
Hospital; and much more. 

Hackett’s vision for its graduates describes a person who “demonstrates family spirit and 
builds community,” and is “committed to service, justice and peace.” These qualities 

are formed, in part, when students engage with local organizations and put their 
skills at the service of others. 

Hackett Registrar Pat (Kamaneck) Byrne ’72 nominated the 
HCP student body for this recognition. While noting 
that students’ volunteer work provides great value to the 
agencies they serve, she feels that “…the biggest impact is 
on each student. The feeling of accomplishment, generosity 
and giving back to their community paves the way of a life of 
helping others.”   

This is Hackett’s fourth STAR Award. The Alternative Spring 
Break student group received the award in 2010, as did 
the football team in 2011. The student body 

as a whole was recognized twenty 
years ago, in 1997.

HACKETT  

RECOGNIZED 
AS A STAR

Volunteer Kalamazoo’s annual STAR Awards (Sharing Time and 
Resources) recognize ten outstanding volunteers or volunteer groups 

in the greater Kalamazoo area. This spring, Hackett Catholic Prep 
students received the Youth Volunteer Group STAR Award for their 

9,171 hours of community service performed during 2016. 
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ALUMNA PATTI TOWNSEND 
HONORED FOR DECADES OF 

DEDICATION 

A PASSION 
TO SERVE

HACKETT CATHOLIC PREP STUDENTS were not 
the only Irish called onstage to receive a Volunteer 
Kalamazoo STAR Award this spring. Alumna Patti 
(Lyke) Townsend of the O’Brien Class of 1970 was also 
recognized as the Adult Volunteer of the year. 

Townsend was nominated by the Disability Network of 
Southwest Michigan, an organization for which she has 
volunteered for the last thirty years including six years 
on the board of directors. She first got involved in 1987 
helping with the newly launched TTY/TDD relay system, 
a telecommunications device for the Deaf, and has held 
many roles over the years. Her current focus is on the 
Human Resources Committee, a group that uses their 
expertise to consult and provide guidance on effective 
and appropriate employment policies. Townsend has 
spent her career working in home healthcare, eventually 
owning her own business. Her involvement with the 
Disability Network, she says, was a way to extend her 
passion beyond the workplace. 

Her other passions led her to serve children through the 
Kalamazoo Sunrise Kiwanis, providing needed items like 
hats and coats as well as backpacks and dictionaries to 
local students and coordinating their partnership with the 
Child Abuse and Neglect Council’s Lifesaver Campaign. 
Through the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War, Townsend assists families of veterans to restore 
grave sites or provide a proper headstone for those who 
have never had one. She is the current president of Edison 
Business Association, leading their work to improve and 
promote industry in Kalamazoo’s Edison neighborhood.

“To me, when you volunteer you get so much back,” 
Townsend says. “I have learned from so many people 
along the way. Everyone has a story. We just need to take 
the time to listen.”

BY KATE WILLARD

“ TO ME, WHEN YOU VOLUNTEER 
YOU GET SO MUCH BACK.”
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MARY CLAUSEN-BECK  

BISHOPS’ 
SERVICE 
AWARD RECIPIENT

THE MONSIGNOR JOHN R. HACKETT BISHOPS’ 
SERVICE AWARD is awarded yearly to an adult member 
or members of the Hackett school community who 
embodies the spirit of caring and volunteerism that makes 
the home of the Irish a very special place. The award is 
presented in the honor of the Bishops of the Diocese of 
Kalamazoo whose collective vision is lived out through the 
mission of the school. The 2017 Bishops’ Service Award 
recipient is Mary Clausen-Beck. 

The mother of alumnus Andrew Beck ’16, Mary Clausen-
Beck has devoted many hours of work to Hackett as well as 
other local organizations. She has made it possible for the 
Hackett National Honor Society to sponsor a joint monthly 
BINGO with the Notre Dame Club of Kalamazoo for the 
last three years. This ongoing commitment has included 
many hours of prepping over 100 blankets for students to 
tie for prizes, providing regular transportation, shopping 
for materials, and helping students run the games. She has 
worked with local businesses to find funding for additional 
NHS service projects, including gathering clothing and 
books for the Kalamazoo Communities in Schools. She 
also has contributed funding and support to the libraries at 
Hackett and St. Monica. 

Mary is also active in in the community, working on 
Ministry with Community’s holiday clothing drive and 
for the Bronson Pediatric Unit, where she has hand-made 
over 450 children’s pillows, blankets, and “buddy gowns” 
for teddy bears. Mary’s service is particularly important in 
that she provides the support for students to learn about 
the joy of helping others. Her quiet and powerful example 
highlights the call to serve others as an integral part of our 
Catholic mission.

Mary doing what she 
likes best.

Students show off the buddy gowns they made to donate to 
Bronson HospitalNHS Students tying blankets for Ministry with Community
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DURING HIS FOUR YEARS AT HACKETT 
CATHOLIC PREP, Josh Cypher undoubtedly heard this 
spiritual truth spoken many times, during Mass or in the 
midst of a theology class.

Little did he know that Luke’s prophetic words would be 
sealed on his heart, making him one of the school’s most 
generous young alumni.

Just seven years after graduating, Cypher, an IT expert 
and owner of Cypher Technologies/World of CD Rom, 
established a $1,000 scholarship awarded to a Hackett 
sophomore or junior who shows an interest in computer 
technology.

This year, in honor of the tenth 
anniversary of the Cypher Technologies 
Award, Cypher will expand his giving by 
delivering a one-time $10,000 Cypher 
Foundation Scholarship to a graduating 
senior interested in pursuing a career in 
technology, engineering, science or math. 
The Cypher Foundation Scholarship 
represents the largest scholarship given 
by a Hackett alumnus to a graduating 
Hackett senior, to date.

“ GIVE AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN 
UNTO YOU; GOOD MEASURE, 
PRESSED DOWN, SHAKEN 
TOGETHER AND RUNNING OVER 
WILL BE POURED INTO YOUR LAP. 
FOR WITH THE MEASURE YOU 
USE, IT WILL BE MEASURED BACK 
TO YOU.” LUKE 6:38

PAYING IT FORWARD 
HACKETT GRAD JOSHUA CYPHER 

HELPS ‘TECH KIDS’ FULFILL THEIR DREAMS
BY KATHERINE DOUD

Josh Cypher ’01 at 
work at World of 
CD Rom.
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“Josh’s giving is a wonderful example of ‘paying it forward,’” 
said Brian Kosmerick, HCP principal, when he announced 
the college scholarship at a pep rally held during Catholic 
Schools Week in January.

“We recognize Josh for his faith, knowledge and service 
to his community and to his Hackett family,” Kosmerick 
added. “May we all be inspired by his example to support 
our Catholic schools in the future.”

Cypher, who graduated from Hackett in 2001, is one of 
those rare individuals who walks into work with a smile on 
his face every day.

“I’m happy coming into the shop each day,” says Cypher, 33. 
“It hasn’t always been easy. But every day is different. And 
that is the challenge.”

Cypher showed a passion for computers at a very young 
age. He began rebuilding computers in high school and 
was described as a “computer maverick” in his senior class 
yearbook. While at Hackett, he was always the “go to” guy 
when tech projects needed doing.

Although he tried college for one semester, Cypher says he 
is largely self-taught.

“My skills were born out of necessity,” says Cypher. He 
would adopt an old computer from a family friend, and 
when it broke “there was no warranty – so I fixed it because 
I had to.” These are the kind of skills he still puts to use in 
his business workshop.

Cypher says the friendships he made at Hackett, and the 
mentoring he received from his teachers helped him fulfill 
his dreams of becoming an IT expert and independent 
businessman. He began working at World of CD Rom in 
2001 and bought the business four years later. In 2006, he 
purchased the strip mall that houses his computer business.

Gratitude is an integral part of Cypher’s nature. When 
it was time to give back “Hackett was a no-brainer,” he 
said. “I wanted to make the road I traveled a little easier 
for somebody else.” He hopes the new college scholarship 
will “help lighten some of the college costs for a Hackett 
graduate who wants to better themselves in the IT field.”

Cypher’s generosity is not limited to Hackett. This year, he 
established The Cypher Foundation, which provided two 
tons of non-perishable food to Kalamazoo residents in 
need this past Christmas.

In his young life, Cypher has experienced a great deal of 
success. He credits much of that to Hackett and to the 
service ethos he gained there.

“To any student, Hackett offers a solid foundation to grow 
from,” he concludes. “It helps prepare you for the next steps 
in life. I hope to continue working with Hackett in helping 
the next generations to come.”

MAKE A NOMINATION
Award nominations are welcomed year-round.

BISHOPS’ SERVICE AWARD 
Contact bkosmerick@hackettcp.org

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD 
Contact alumni@hackettcp.org

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 
Contact mgarvey@hackettcp.org 

The “computer maverick” 
in his Hackett days.

GIVE A 
BRICK

Engrave a brick to honor or memorialize a loved one, 
friend, favorite teacher, or coach, or commemorate a 
graduation, major milestone, or anniversary.

QUESTIONS? Call Linda Pickornik in the 
Advancement Office at 269-381-2646 ext. 108 for 
details about the Commemorative Brick Program.
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GRACE SMITH ’13 was a standout member of the women’s 
soccer and basketball teams during her years at Hackett, so 
it was no great surprise when she took her athletic skills to 
continue as a two-sport athlete at Kalamazoo College. She 
also chose to carry on another high school involvement: 
service to her community.

Between events like Workathon and performing required 
service hours each year with her Hackett classmates, Smith 
had come to view volunteering as “just what you do.” 
So when a K coach invited her to 
assist at a Special Olympics event, 
she quickly accepted – and was 
immediately hooked. 

The Special Olympics athletes she 
met impressed the self-described 
“sports junkie” with their strong 
support of their teammates and their 
love of playing their sport. “You’ve 
never seen so many people cheering 
for each other at the finish line. 
Every practice and game is joyful. It 
reminds me of the real reason why 
we play [sports].”

To continue her engagement with Special Olympics, Smith 
joined the college’s Athletic Leadership Council (ALC). For 
the past two years she has served as ALC president and has 
led efforts to promote and support athletics on campus, and 
to get athletes involved in service out in the community. 
In addition to strengthening their partnership with Special 
Olympics, Smith and her fellow athletes have volunteered 
at Kalamazoo Public Schools’ Woodward Elementary; 
Milwood Elementary; and Indian Prairie Elementary, 
the Western Michigan University Center for Disability 
Services, and the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission.

FORMER IRISH ATHLETE 
GRACE SMITH NAMED TO

This strong commitment to service caught the attention 
of the Women’s Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA), 
who named Smith as one of ten women’s basketball players 
– from all college divisions, across the country – selected 
to the 2017 Allstate WBCA Good Works Team. The Good 
Works Team serves to shine a light on members’ off-court 
accomplishments and the positive impact they have in their 
communities.

The Good Works Team spent a weekend at the Women’s 
Final Four in Dallas, Texas this 
March. Smith and the other members 
were recognized on court during the 
UConn/Mississippi State semifinal 
game. The group of players also 
held a community event and clinic 
with WNBA star Skylar Diggins at 
a children’s medical center in Fort 
Worth.

Smith returned to Hackett Catholic 
Prep in April to speak at the National 
Honors Society induction ceremony. 
She challenged current Hackett 
students to seek out service that truly 

interests them, to stretch themselves to accept a leadership 
position, and to embrace the opportunity to learn from 
those they serve. 

Smith is quick to point out that while she was recognized 
as an individual on the Good Works Team, her 
accomplishments are shared with all the members of the 
ALC. This, too, was reflected in her remarks to Hackett 
students, reminding them that it is together with family and 
friends – and strengthened by faith –  that one can truly 
achieve good works.

Photos courtesy of Allstate

Grace Smith ’13 (third from right) with the 2017 Allstate 
WBCA Good Works Team at the NCAA Women’s Final Four.

Smith works on basketball skills with a 
young patient in Forth Worth, TX.

BY KATE WILLARD
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ON THE EVENING OF APRIL 28, 2017, the Kalamazoo 
Area Catholic Schools Athletic Hall of Fame celebrated its 25th 
anniversary with the induction of five alumni and one long-time 
supporter of Irish athletics. For the first time, two teams were 
also recognized for their outstanding achievements: the 1929 St. 
Augustine Football Team, which was the first Kalamazoo Catholic 
school team ever to capture a state championship, and the 1997 
Women’s Cross Country Team, the first Hackett women’s team to 
be state champions.

Over 150 guests gathered for the ceremony, including family, 
friends, and coaches of the inductees and members of the 1997 
Cross Country Team. The 1929 Football Team was represented by 
their children and grandchildren, as well as members of Coach 
Harve Freeman, Coach Andy Anderson, and Monsignor John R. 
Hackett’s families.  

Inductees shared fond memories of their time as students and 
athletes at Hackett, and reflected on how their Catholic education 
and the lessons learned through sports have remained with them 
throughout their lives and careers. Dr. Amy Giddings ’93 recalled, 
“In my time here at Hackett, I was afforded the opportunity to 
learn how to be a part of a team, how to work hard for something 
as a unit, how to be successful and how to turn failures into 
opportunities.” She sees those lessons as essential to her own, and 
others’ future success. Jim Warner ’68 agreed, remarking that 
a team experience teaches athletes “not only how to compete, 
succeed, and excel; but how to interact, relate, and connect.” He 
concluded with a sentiment shared by many of his fellow alumni: 
“We were blest, and are blest to have been here.”

KALAMAZOO AREA 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS ATHLETIC

HALL of FAME 
I N D U C T E E S

Courtney (Larson) Toller ’00

2017 Hall of Fame Inductees L-R: Jim Warner ’68, 
Courtney (Larson) Toller ’00, John Block, Amy 
Giddings ’93, Jack Rider ’10, Orlando Blanco ‘75

Inductee Orlando Blanco ’75 pictured with Judy 
Freeman Henry (left), daughter of Coach Harve 
Freeman, and Mary Anne Carmody (right), niece of 
Monsignor John R. Hackett.
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HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
Orlando Blanco lettered in football, basketball, and 
baseball for the Hackett Irish. In baseball he was a 
starting center fielder, as well as one of the top 10 
hitters in the Kalamazoo area for three consecutive 
years. He was selected for the Greater Kalamazoo 
All Star team, and received an All-State honorable 
mention his senior year. The baseball team won the 
District title all three years. In football he started 
for two years as a slot/wide receiver. His Junior 
year the team went 8-1 and was ranked 3rd in the 
state. Orlando started at the guard spot for two 
years on the Irish basketball squad, and the team 
claimed the District title his senior season. As a 
senior, Orlando achieved an uncommon feat in 
being elected Captain of each of his three teams.

Dr. Amy Giddings played basketball, volleyball, 
and softball all four of her years at Hackett. When 
reflecting on her time in high school, Giddings 
is quick to acknowledge that the students, 
faculty, and coaches at Hackett were significant 
contributors to her success. “At Hackett, we could 
always feel safe to be ourselves, to compete and 
play at a high level, and to feel supported where we 
were. I learned to work hard and do my best, but to 
keep the needs of others first.” 
Amy went on to attend the University of Dayton 
where she rowed for four years and earned a degree 
in Political Science and Religious Studies. Amy 
rowed on a full scholarship at Temple University 
while completing her Master’s in Sport and 

John is a long-time Hackett supporter, both as 
a fan and a coach. John first became acquainted 
with the Irish as a journalist; he began working for 
the Kalamazoo Gazette in 1967, covering local 
high school sports as well as Kalamazoo College 
and Western Michigan University. He retired from 
the Gazette in 2004. In his career he covered 
the U.S. Open and P.G.A. Championships as 
week as football, basketball, baseball, wrestling, 
swimming, hockey, softball, and tennis. John 
coached St. Monica 7th and 8th grade basketball 
for 25 years, and St. Mary of Paw Paw for three 
years. He coached JV Golf at Hackett for three 
years. He also coached little league baseball, and 
AYSO soccer for multiple years. John is a willing 
volunteer, mentoring young students for 12 years 

Recreation Administration and her Ph.D. in Sport 
Psychology. Building on her rowing experience, 
Amy has coached the sport for over 20 years at 
the scholastic, collegiate, and elite levels. 
Dr. Giddings currently serves as an Associate 
Clinical Professor of Sport Management and the 
Founder and Director of the Sport Coaching 
Leadership programs at Drexel University. She 
has received numerous grants to support her 
work, including one from the NCAA to support 
initiatives related to increasing minority and female 
participation in the field of coaching. Amy resides 
in Philadelphia, PA with her husband and their 
three children – Turner, Noah, and Autumn. << 

Orlando continued his studies at the University 
of Michigan, playing on the baseball team until a 
knee injury ended his career. He earned a Bachelor 
of Business Administration from U of M and 
went on to Wayne State where he received his 
Juris Doctorate. Orlando is now a partner with 
Blanco Wilczynski PLD in Troy MI. In 2014 he was 
recognized as one of Michigan’s “Leaders in the 
Law,” a program dedicated to recognizing lawyers 
who have distinguished themselves and are setting 
an example for others in their field. Orlando and his 
wife Sharon have been married 31 years. They have 
four children, Andrea, Luisa, Maria, and Michael. 
All of their children are Catholic school graduates. 
<<

as a volunteer for KPS. He was a member of the 
Hackett Athletic Boosters and served as MC of the 
Kalamazoo Area Catholic Schools Athletic Hall of 
Fame for many years, where he was known for his 
Irish jokes.  
John was raised in Neenah, Wisconsin. He 
graduated from Marquette with a B.A. in 
Journalism, and minors in English and Philosophy. 
At Marquette he was the basketball manager for 
legendary coaches Eddie Hickey, and Al McGuire. 
John has been married to Ann (Willson) Block for 
over 50 years. She is a 1961 St. Augustine High 
School graduate. Together they raised three sons, 
all Hackett graduates: Andrew ’85, Joseph ’88, and 
Jake ’90. <<

AMY GIDDINGS
CLASS OF 1993

ORLANDO BLANCO
CLASS OF 1975

JOHN BLOCK



THE IRISH PRIDE   |   11

Courtney (Larson) Toller excelled academically 
at Hackett, graduating in the top five of her class. 
Courtney was a varsity letter winner in diving, 
skiing, and soccer. As a senior, she won the B-C-D 
State Diving Championships and took third place at 
the Regional Ski Competition. She was a three-
year starter on the varsity soccer team, and in 
1999 she and her teammates took second place 
at the State Championships. Courtney attended 
the University of Michigan where she earned a 
Bachelor’s degree in Biopsychology and Cognitive 
Science. As a sophomore, she walked onto the 
University of Michigan Varsity Swimming & Diving 
team. She competed on the one-meter and three-
meter springboard and the ten-meter platform. As 

During his time at Hackett, Jack was a letter 
winner in basketball and golf and a three-year 
starter on the basketball team. He captained the 
basketball team both his junior and senior years, 
and those teammates selected him MVP all three 
years. His junior year Jack was chosen for the 
KVA All-Conference team, and was honorable 
mention on the Kalamazoo Gazette All-Area Class 
C-D team. His senior year, Jack was a repeat KVA 
All-Conference team, was a first team selection 
on the Gazette All-Area team, and was Honorable 
Mention on the All-State team. 
Jack’s golf career at Hackett was stellar. The 
team captured back to back state titles in 2008 
and 2009 and was named Academic All State 
for three years. Individually, Jack was first team 

Jim Warner lettered in football and tennis for the 
Irish. He was an outstanding tennis performer, 
winning the Lake Michigan Athletic Conference 
singles title 3 years in a row even though Hackett 
was the only Class B school in the primarily Class 
A league. He also was the Class B Regional Singles 
Champion as a sophomore, junior, and senior and 
the Class B State Singles Champion his senior year. 
In 1966 he was the 16 and under Singles Champion 
for the city of Kalamazoo. Jim qualified for and 
played in the USTA Boys Tennis Championships at 
Kalamazoo College from 1966-1968.
Jim started as a rover linebacker for the football 
team and was the center/long snapper his senior 
season. He was selected to the LMAC All Star 
Team and to the Kalamazoo Gazette All City 
Second Team. At the University of Michigan, 

COURTNEY (LARSON) 
TOLLER CLASS OF 2000

a senior, she and her Michigan teammates won the 
2004 Big Ten Swimming & Diving Championships. 
She was a three-year letter winner and was awarded 
Academic All-Big Ten all three years.
After graduating from college, Courtney moved to 
Chicago and worked for two years at Northwestern 
University. In 2007, she took a job a DRW Trading 
Group where she traded soybean oil options on 
the floor of the Chicago Board of Trade. In 2012, 
she left DRW to start her own company, Viking 
Trading Group, which specializes in trading options 
on various grain and livestock futures. Courtney 
and her husband Kevin currently reside in Chicago, 
Illinois with their son Brigham (Brigs) and their 
French bulldog Lady Mildred. <<

JACK RIDER
CLASS OF 2010

All-Conference three years, first team All-State 
two years, and team captain his junior and senior 
years. He also was named Academic All-State as an 
individual. He averaged 13 p.p.g. as a sophomore, 18 
p.p.g as a junior, and 22 p.p.g his senior season.
Jack pursued his athletic and academic career at 
Grand Valley State University. He is the only golfer 
in GVSU history to be named both All-Conference 
and Academic All-Conference four years running. 
His senior year he was voted team captain, selected 
to the Ping-All Regional team (13 states), and was 
selected to the Cleveland/Srixon Academic All 
American team. He currently resides in Lombard, 
IL where he is pursuing a doctorate of chiropractic 
medicine at National University. He volunteers his 
post-clinic time coaching junior high basketball.  <<

JIM WARNER
CLASS OF 1968

Jim played tennis for one year as well as multiple 
intra-mural sports. He won the Earl Riskey Award 
as the best non-varsity athlete on campus. Jim has 
remained active as an avid skier and has won State 
Championships in racquetball and platform tennis 
in Colorado. 
Jim graduated Magna Cum Laude from U of 
M with a degree in Applied Mathematics and 
Computer Science. He attended Harvard Business 
School and founded a software company that grew 
to 200 employees with worldwide offices. He 
currently is a mentor/guide to Senior Executives 
worldwide, and has authored three books. Jim has 
been married to Grand Rapids native Julie Wells for 
over 40 years. They have three grown children and 
reside in Boulder, CO. <<
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C HA M P I O N S

SPORTS TEAM 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

SENIORS COMMIT TO  
COLLEGE TEAMS
Nine members of the Class of 2017 will continue their 
athletic careers at the college level. Congratulations to these 
outstanding student-athletes – Go Irish! (And Lakers...and 
Eagles...and Thunder...and Saints...)

Abbey Burdgick Softball, Spring Arbor University 

Quinn Epkey Cross Country, Coast Guard Academy

Rachel Harding Volleyball, College of the Holy Cross

Henry Hedeman Tennis, Aquinas College

Mitch Kihm  Hockey, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University

Naomi Keyte Golf, Lake Superior State University

Nick Masztak Football, Hope College

Teddy Oosterbaan Tennis, University of Michigan 

Adam Wheaton Baseball, Trine University

Abbey Burdgick ’17 signs her letter of intent for 
Spring Arbor University.

Adam Wheaton ’17 signs his letter of intent for Trine University, 
surrounded by (L-R) Emily Wheaton ’20, Julie Wheaton, Head 
Baseball Coach Jesse Brown, Assistant Baseball Coach Ron Welch, 
and Mike Wheaton.

Swim: Evans Brown ’18 qualified for state finals; Aidan 
Wales ’17 set a school record with his 200m medley 
relay team.

Bowling: Finished 3rd in the KVA; 2nd in the 
Southwest Michigan Bowling League

Hockey: Conference Champions

Girls Basketball: District Champions

Boys Basketball: Tied for the best record in the SAC 
Valley Division with a 19-1 regular season.

ATHLETICS
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CHECK mailed to CSGK, 1000 West Kilgore 
Road, Kalamazoo, MI 49008

ONLINE at csgk.org/giving 

For more information contact Kate Willard, 
CSGK Advancement Director, at 269-381-2646.

MICHAEL KOSKO ’07 was recognized as third-place 
honoree of the BestSchools.org’s 2016 Escalante-
Gradillas Prize for Best in Education in October, 2016. 
Michael teaches STEM classes at the Al Raby School for 
Community and Environment in Chicago, which received a 
$3,000 prize to celebrate his award.

ALUMNI

BRIDGET CLARE ’13 graduated in 
May with a degree in in accounting 
from Saint Mary’s College Notre 
Dame, Magna Cum Laude, with 
150 hours in four years to sit for 
the CPA. She was honored with 
the Ernst & Young Most Likely 
to Achieve in Public Accounting 
scholarship award this past 
September. She interned with Plante 
Moran and will be working for them 
after graduation. Bridget was the 
third of five siblings to graduate 
from Hackett Catholic Prep.

Bob Sadler ’73 and John Koestner ’73 
courtside at ASU.

Bridget Clare ’13 with her parents, 
David and Mary Cay Clare.

Make Your Annual Fund Gift 
Our fiscal year ends June 30  

jottings

BOB SADLER ’73 AND JOHN 
KOESTNER ’73 worked as the scoreboard 
operators at the Final Four at University of 
Phoenix Stadium in Glendale, Ariz. Sadler 
and Koestner were active participants 
in Hackett’s athletic programs. Both 
eventually moved to the Phoenix area and 
for the last 31 years they have worked at 
Arizona State University men’s and women’s 
basketball games. Because ASU was the host 
institution for the 2017 Final Four, Sadler 
and Koestner were tabbed to perform the 
same duties at the national semifinals and 
final. Sadler operated the scoreboard and 
Koestner served as timer. Bob’s brother, 
TOM SADLER ’78, is President/CEO of 
the Arizona Sports and Tourism Authority, 
which owns University of Phoenix Stadium, 
site of the 2017 Final Four.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO ATTENDED THE SHAMROCK 
CELEBRATION IN MARCH!

The evening raised over $111,000 for 
Hackett. We hope to see many alumni 
at next year’s Shamrock Celebration 
on March 10, 2018 – let us know at 
alumni@hackettcp.org if you and your 
classmates would like to reserve a 
reunion table.

Where are you now?

Share updated contact information or 
Alumni Jottings to alumni@hackettcp.org
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IRISH CLASS REUNIONS

Let the Irish Alumni Office help you 
announce and publicize your class reunion. 
We can help you get the word around.  
Ask us how!

DON’T MISS 
YOUR REUNION!

Please keep the Alumni Office informed of 
a change of address. Call 269-381-2646 or 
email alumni@hackettcp.org

CLASS OF 1957

St. Augustine - 60th Year Reunion
Saturday,  August 19, 2017
Gull Lake View Golf Course 
7417 North 38th St. Augusta, MI

More information to follow or contact Gloria 
Peterson at 269-323-7952

CLASS OF 1962

55th Reunion Save the Date
Sept 23, 2017
Beacon Club - 5830 Portage Rd. 

Contact Pat Buckley at oldcop201@aol.com or 
Marilyn Fleck Bloom at marilynbloom55@att.net

CLASS OF 1967

50th Reunion
September 8-9, 2017
Friday Meet & Greet 
Saturday buffet at Gilmore Classic Car Museum in 
Hickory Corners

Stay tuned for more information or contact Amy 
Remmert at aremmert@sbcglobal.net

CLASS OF 1968

50th Reunion
September 22, 2018 (yes, 2018)
Sheraton 4 Points Cork St. in Kalamazoo

Contact Dave Matyas at davelu72@frontier.com 
or Jack Casey at jcasey707@aol.com

CLASS OF 1977

40th Reunion
Any Volunteers? Contact Shelly (Farquharson) 
Bieke at beekml@yahoo.com if interested in 
helping to plan a reunion.

CLASS OF 1982

35th Reunion
July 29, 2017
Wine Loft in Kalamazoo
Contact Dave Marcacci or Joan Wrench Graves at 
gravesjm@gmail.com

CLASS OF 1987

30th Reunion 
July 29th, 2017
Old Dog Tavern
402 E. Kalamazoo Ave. 

Facebook @ Hackett Catholic Central 1987
Contact Mary Sue (Zant) Slack at  
marysueslack@gmail.com
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Marie Allman, mother of David ’68, Mary ’70, Marilyn ’72, 
Michael ’72, Thomas ’77, Julia ’78, and Joan ’78, passed away 
on 12/22/16

Roger Baldwin, husband of Suzann, father of Aidan ’12, 
Gowan ’15, Hope ’17, and Heath ’19, passed away on 12/16/16

Gene Brocato, husband of Susan ’54, father of Catherine and 
the late Joseph Brocato ’81 and Sally Castleberry ’84, passed 
away on 3/9/17

Betty Derhammer Bieghler 62’, sister of Richard 
Derhammer ’56, twin brothers, Dave and Donald 
Derhammer ’58, Carol Derhammer McDonald ’59, twin 
sister to Barbara Derhammer Pearson ’62, twin sisters, 
Shirley Derhammer Hay and Sue Derhammer Kovach ’67; 
and James Derhammer ’72.  Betty had several nieces and 
nephews who also graduated from Hackett. Betty passed 
away on 9/6/16

Margaret Rose Caswell ’41, mother of Maxine ’61 and Mari 
Ann ’64, passed away on 11/28/16

James R. Clark ’47, father of Julie ’99, Tim ’72, Joseph ’73, 
Michael ’74, Jaimie and Daniel, passed away on 12/24/16

Duane “Duke” Coleman ’48, passed away on 2/18/17 

Esther Garza, mother of Manny ‘64, Maria ‘67, Ray 
(deceased) ’70, Luis ‘70, Eloisa, Jesse ‘74, Jose ‘76, Andy ‘77 
and Lydia.  Esther passed away at the age of 91 on May 15, 
2017.  

Donald Gruber, father of David ’78, Christa ’80 and Ann ’81, 
passed away on 2/5/17

Ronald Fleckenstein ’53, passed away on 3/08/17

Robert D. Janssen ’55, husband of Marie (LaPorte), ’58, 
brother of Larry ’55 and (Bev ’54) , Pat ’58,  Maryann ’58, 

Tim ’60 and (Diane ’62), Kate ’61, Barb ’65, Ann ’67, and 
Mike ’72, passed away on 1/09/17

Jill Jilek, mother of Jana ’95, and Jonathan ’95, passed away 
on 1/30/17

Pamela Livingston, wife of George ’63, passed away on 
11/14/16

Patrick McGuire ’79, passed away on 3/20/17

Amy Mesara ’84, passed away on 12/5/16

Joseph Pike ’60, brother of Ralph ’56, Donald, Charles, 
Mary ’67, Phillip ’70, Judi ’71, Jim ’73, Catherine ’78, passed 
away on 2/03/17

Roger C. Reetz ’72, brother of Ann ’58, Patricia ’60 and 
William ’64, passed away on 9/17/16 (Correction)

Joan (Allman) Rentschler ’78, sister of David ’68, Mary ’70, 
Marilyn ’72, Michael ’72, Thomas ’77 and Julia ’78, passed 
away on 11/30/16

Jean Rossi, mother of Mary ’68, Thomas ’70, Nancy and 
David passed away on 4/20/17

David Ruth ’05, brother of Kristen, ’96, and Bradley ’00, 
passed away 2/20/17

Steve Schmitt ’71, passed away 4/14/17

Roland Springgate, MD. father of Susan ’75, Steven ’77, 
David ’78, Nancy ’78, Scott ’82, passed away on 2/04/17

If you would like to have the name of a deceased member 
of your family in the next Irish Pride Alumni Magazine call 
or email the Alumni Office at alumni@hackettcp.org or 
contact Linda Pickornik at 269-381-2646, ext. 108.

MEMORIALS
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Pray forHackett
Loving Father of our Hackett family, we 
thank you for our faith, our families, our 
friends, our parishes, and our school. 
Protect us, provide for us, and guide us. 
Lord Jesus, may we bear your name always 
and everywhere. Christ with us, Christ 
before us, Christ behind us. In everything, 
Jesus. Cast out the evil one and the 
jealousy, dissension, and hatred that divides 
us. Make us meek and humble, eager to 
forgive, and lovers of peace. Heal our sick 
and give eternal rest to our beloved dead. 
Holy Spirit, fill us with your life. Pour out 
your wisdom on our administrators, staff, 
teachers, coaches, and students. Give us 
diligence in our studies and perseverance in 
our work. O Triune God, come. We place our 
hope in you. Fill us with your love, that we 
may share it with the world. Amen. 


